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^rom  ‘Z^e  ‘Editor’s  Een 

I hope  everyone  enjoyed  the  change  of  pace  with  the  Photo  Album 
(issue  #8).  We’ll  be  doing  a photo  album  every  fourth  issue.  It  gives  us 
a chance  to  use  all  the  wonderful  photos  that  we  can’t  place  in  a regular  issue. 

I want  to  move  onto  a more  serious  subject,  politics.  Oh,  I hear  you  groan,  but 
you  must  listen  because  everything  we’ve  worked  to  achieve  is  being  threatened. 

Pick  up  any  newspaper  and  look  at  what’s  going  on  around  you.  The  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  is  being  held  for  ransom  by  right-wing  fundamentalists 
because  Jesse  Helms  doesn’t  like  Robert  Mapplethorpe’s  sexual  images.  The 
recording  industry  is  being  bludgeoned  by  the  Parent’s  Music  Resource  Center 
(i.e.  Tipper  Gore,  Senator  Albert  Gore’s  Significant  Other)  to  label  records  with 
“objectionable  language.”  Members  of  the  rap  group  2 Live  Crew  were  arrested 
on  obscenity  charges  because  their  album.  As  Nasty  As  They  Wanna  Be,  was 
deemed  obscene  by  a Florida  State  Supreme  Court. 

Want  more?  The  Congress  has  been  trying  to  pass  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  to  make  flag  burning  a crime.  The  right  of  a woman  to  choose 
whether  or  not  to  have  an  abortion  is  under  massive  attack  in  almost  every  state. 
The  Federal  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  Right  to  Privacy  does  not  extend  to 
same  sex,  consenting  adults  in  their  own  bedroom. 

Now  what  does  all  this  have  to  do  with  crossdressing,  you  may  ask?  Every- 
thing! In  every  case  above,  someone  is  trying  to  control  what  you  see,  what  you 
hear,  what  you  read  and  what  you  do.  Your  personal  freedom  is  under  an 
unrelenting  assault  by  people  who  know  better  than  you  do  what’s  best  for  you. 
Your  Right  to  Free  Speech  is  about  to  be  canned. 

If  these  zealous  guardians  of  our  moral  fiber  succeed  with  the  above  projects, 
we’re  in  deep  shit.  It  is  a short  step  from  records  and  art  to  magazines  and  books. 
If  “they”  decide  LadyLike  has  “no  redeeming  social  value”.  Bang!  We’re  gone.  If 
“they”  decide  that  no  one  has  the  right  to  control  what  they  do  with  their  own  body, 
then  any  family  of  a transsexual  who  disagrees  with  that  TSs  choice  for 
reassignment  can  stop  the  operation. 

Come  on  people.  Wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee.  Do  you  think  that  Human 
Rights  and  Civil  Rights  are  someone  else’s  problem?  Better  think  again  and  start 
to  do  something.  Ah,  I knew  you’d  say,  “Like  what?”  Well,  how  about  this: 

^ Write  letters:  A personal  letter  is  a No.  1 priority  for  an  elected  official.  Make 
it  short  and  personal  - no  form  letter.  Stay  to  one  topic,  like  the  recent  Civil  Rights 
Bill  for  the  Disabled  - TVs  and  TSs  were  specifically  excluded.  Explain  your 
opinion.  Ask  where  the  official  stands  on  the  issue  and  ask  for  a written  reply. 

y Make  phone  calls:  Congress  work  for  you  so  you  have  to  let  them  know  how 
youfeel.  Call  your  representatives  office.  You’ll  probably  talk  to  a staffer  who  will 
note  your  call  in  a log  that  the  congressman  will  review.  Tell  the  staffer  your 
concern  and,  again,  ask  for  a written  reply. 

^ Start  a petition:  This  one  is  tough  because  you  have  to  sign  your  legal  name. 
Type  your  statement  in  support  or  opposition  of  an  issue  on  a piece  of  plain  paper. 
Make  3 columns  under  it  for  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number.  You  sign  it  first 
and  then  get  your  friends,  relatives  and  acquaintances  to  sign  it.  When  you  meet 
a new  person,  ask  them  to  sign  it.  Make  cop-ies  and  send  to  your  state  and  federal 
representatives. 

/ Make  a visit:  Call  your  rep’s  home  office  to  find  out  when  he/she  will  be  in 
town.  Tell  the  office  manager  about  your  concern  and  that  you  would  like  to  meet 
the  rep  personally.  If  possible,  get  a group  together  to  meet  with  him/her. 

Don’t  just  sit  there  looking  pretty  — Do  something  positive. 

JoS^n^berts 
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Bridget  Nickles 


LadyLikc 's 

Profii.f 

NAME:  Bridget  Nickles 
AGE:  29 

PROFESSION:  Hairdresser 
RESIDENCE:  South  of  Mason-Dixon  Line 
HEIGHT:  5’  9" 

WEIGHT:  160# 

MEASUREMENTS:  44-32-44,  Size  14 

SHOE  SIZE:  lOB 

FAVORITE  THINGS 

SHOE  STYLE:  Dyed  to  match  my  outfit 

PERFUME:  Opium 

MOVIE:  The  Rose,  Beaches 

MUSIC:  Broadway  show  tunes 

STYLES:  Anything  tight  & clingy 

PLACE:  Washington  Cascade  Mountains 

Turn-Ons:  Getting  a new  outfit  with  gloves 

and  shoes  dyed  to  match. 

Turn-Offs:  Men  who  think  entertainers  are 
whores  and  are  looking  for  sex  after  the  show 
— sometimes  we  like  it  before!  (Ha,  Ha!) 


LadyLike:  Bridget,  you  are  a semi-profes- 
sional female  impersonator,  I mean  that  you 
compete  for  prizes  in  some  large  pageants.  Tell  us 
what  ifs  like  and  how  did  you  get  started'^ 

Bridget  Nickles:  As  a child,  I had  a “stage 
mother.”  I was  pushed  into  fashion  shows  and 
dance  contests.  Among  my  earliest  memories 
are  those  of  people  (both  ladies  and  men)  saying, 
“Oh!  He’s  such  a pretty  little  boy,  look  at  those 
long  lashes.  You  should  have  been  a little  girl.” 

A few  years  later  I dressed  as  a little  girl  for 
Hallowe’en.  I never  wanted  that  evening  to  end. 
I crossdressed  off  and  on  for  the  next  15  years. 

While  I was  in  college,  a friend  took  me  to  a 
show  bar  to  see  female  impersonators.  Bridget’s 
soul  was  bom  that  night.  I fell  in  love  with  the 
feathers,  beads  and  rhinestones.  I knew  I 
wanted  to  be  a Glamour  Queen. 


Bridget  Nickles 


I was  not  aware  of  the  high  level  of  pageant 
competition  imtil  1980.  For  most  pageants  you 
need:  (a)  a “presentation”  gown,  usually  white; 
(b)  a sportswear  ensemble;  (c)  an  evening  gown; 
and  (d)  a seven  minute  (or  less)  talent  presenta- 
tion. 

When  I started  I didn’t  have  any  of  those 
things,  but  I could  sew  and  I had  a few  Vogue 
patterns.  I was  in  business. 

My  first  pageant  was  my  state’s  preliminary 
competition  for  the  Miss  Gay  America  pageant. 
I won!  What  a “monster”  was  created  that  night. 
My  self- standards  went  through  the  roof.  I 
wanted  the  best  of  everything  and  I haven’t  been 
the  same  since.  I’m  just  a pageant  queen. 

Competing  for  cash  prizes  as  a female  imper- 
sonator is  great!  Finding  different  arenas  for 
competition  became  my  hobby.  The  competition 
is  healthy  and  more  people  should  participate. 
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If  there  is  a man  who  enjoys  having  a penis  more 
than  I do,  I want  to  meet  him! 

Besides,  Bridget  is  a 29-year  old  virgin. 

LL:Iwas  pretty  sure  that  you  would  say  you're 
not  a TV.  Most  of  the  impersonators  Fve  met  don't 
dress  offstage  either.  So,  let's  get  some  compari- 
sons and  contrasts.  Most  TVs  start  dressing  in 
childhood  and  you  mentioned  a Hallowe'en  cos- 
tume. Tell  us  more  about  that. 

BN:  I think  that  almost  all  males  have  some 
type  of  childhood  experience  with  crossdress- 
ing. Most  men  would  be  lying  if  they  said  they 
had  never  tried  on  their  sister’s  panties  or 
appreciated  the  feel  of  their  mother’s  lingerie. 

Personally,  I had  many  experiences  in  female 
attire.  I was  seven  when  I asked  my  mother  if  I 
could  dress  up  as  a girl  for  Hallowe’en.  Mom 
agreed  but  my  father  hit  the  ceiling.  I looked  so 
good  that  threats  of  military  school  abormded. 

That  seed  was  planted  deeply.  Later,  I was 
attracted  to  my  mother’s  formal  dresses.  She 


This  Photo:  Richard  Franks,  King  Productions 

LL:  You  mentioned  “crossdressing."  Do  you 
consider  yourself  a transvestite  or  simply  a cross- 
dresser (female  impersonator)? 

BN:  To  get  technical  for  a moment;  Webster's 
New  World  Dictionary  defines  transvestite  as, 
“A  person  who  gets  sexual  pleasure  from  dress- 
ingin  the  clothes  of  the  opposite  sex.”  So,  I guess 
that  makes  me  a crossdresser,  although  I con- 
sider myself  an  entertainer. 

I study  my  characters,  practice  their  manner- 
isms, design  costumes  and  learn  my  lines.  Then, 
I recreate  the  illusion  for  stage.  I do  not  get 
sexually  aroused  impersonating  Bette  Midler, 
Dolly  Parton  or  Crystal  Gayle. 

When  I am  scheduled  to  do  a show,  I arrive  at 
the  club  as  a man.  I go  backstage,  paint  (that’s 
drag  jargon  for  putting  on  makeup  -Ed.),  per- 
form on  stage,  then  leave  as  a man.  I have  no 
confusion  about  my  sex  or  gender. 

I hope  this  isn’t  disappointing  to  your  readers. 
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belonged  to  a lot  of  social  clubs  aind,  on  her  nights 
out,  I pretended  to  go  out  also.  She  even  had  a 
wig.  I loved  that.  I always  wondered  if  she  knew 
that  I had  been  into  her  things.  Fll  have  to  ask 
her  someday. 

My  crossdressing  was  very  limited  though 
and  later  when  I was  in  high  school  and  early 
college  it  stopped  altogether. 

LL:  So  you  stopped  for  awhile,  but  when  did 
it  start  up  again? 

BN:  While  I was  getting  my  education  and 
experiencing  life  in  general  I was  having  too 
much  fun  to  think  about  crossdressing. 

Then,  I went  to  work  in  a local  department 
store  and  befnended  a co-worker  (Viki  Wil- 
liams), who  was  a female  impersonator. 

I got  the  ‘T)ug”  again  from  her  and  for 
Hallowe’en  1980  Bridget  resurfaced.  I worked 
as  a hairstylist,  so  that  made  the  wig  styling 
easy  and  working  in  a major  department  store 
made  it  a snap  to  keep  up  with  the  fashions. 


LL:  Yeah,  and  one  thing  led  to  another  and 
you  were  hooked,  right?  So,  you’ve  been  doing 
this  for  nine  - ten  years  now.  Where  did  you  learn 
your  art?  Did  you  have  another  FI  help  you  or  did 
you  have  to  discover  a lot  yourself. 

BN:  Viki  Williams,  the  impersonator  I men- 
tioned above,  showed  me  the  “ropes,”  but  her 
theory  was,  “You  have  to  develop  yourself.”  For 
example,  my  makeup  style  is  always  changing, 
evolving,  but  the  basic  techniques  remain  true. 

Female  impersonators,  crossdressers,  trans- 
vestites, whatever  you  are,  you  all  have  the 
opportimity  to  totally  create  the  image  you  want 
to  project.  Hair  color,  your  look,  skin  tone,  atti- 
tude, and  mannerisms  are  a lot  of  decisions  you 
have  to  make  about  yourself  in  the  beginning.  I 
think  it  takes  years  to  develop  these. 

If  any  of  your  readers  are  just  starting  out,  I 
hope  they  don’t  get  discouraged.  It  takes  time. 
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LL:  Sometim  esiam  amazed  at  the  attitude  of 
many  gay  men  toward  TVs  and  Drag  Queens. 
Some  get  downright  hostile!  Have  you  ever  expe- 
rienced this  on  or  offstage? 

BN:  Luckily,  no,  I haven’t.  At  least  not  with 
the  audience.  I have  had  hostile  experiences 
with  other  queens  in  pageants,  but  never  with 
the  audience.  I think  I know  what  you’re  al- 
luding to  in  this  question,  though. 

Many  gay  men  do  not  think  that  a Drag  Queen 
is  a “proper”  representative  of  the  gay  commu- 
nity, and  since  queens  are  so  visible  and  gener- 
ally in  the  public  eye,  some  gays  feel  we  are 
trying  to  be  spokesmen  for  the  community  at 
large.  That’s  what  creates  the  problems. 

I think,  though,  that  most  gay  men  appreciate 
female  impersonators  and  drag  queens  solely 
for  their  entertainment  value. 

LL:  Til  bet  there  are  a lot  of  readers  who  would 
love  to  follow  in  your  footsteps.  Do  you  have  any 


advice  for  an  aspiring  female  impersonator? 

BN:  Just  like  Gypsy  Rose  Lee’s  mother  told 
her  — “You  got  to  have  a gimmick.”  Realize 
where  you  want  to  go  and  go  get  it! 

After  studying  yourself,  decide  what  your 
best  features  are  and  learn  to  exploit  them. 
Figure  out  your  weaknesses  and  disguise  them. 

Most  important  of  all,  try  to  be  original.  You 
can  turn  yourself  into  a copy  of  someone  else,  but 
inside,  you  won’t  be  happy  until  the  real  you  is 
the  reflection  you  see  in  the  mirror. 

LL:  There  are  several  pageants  throughout 
the  U.S.  Which  system  did  you  compete  in? 

BN:  I competed  in  the  Miss  Gay  America 
circuit,  which  has  been  in  existence  since  1972 
and  has  state  or  regional  contests  in  most  areas. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  pageants  you  can 
write  to: 

Norma  Kristie,  Inc. 

PO  Box  4699 

Little  Rock,  AR  72214 

(501  >666-6900 
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• CLASSIC  PUMPS  • 

• STAGE  PUMPS  • 

SIZES  9 to  14 


RED  & BLACK  LEATHER 
OR  PATENT  LEATHER 
5”  or  6”  HEELS 

Just  $95.00  includes  S & H 

California  residents  add  6Vi%  sales  tax 


We  Carry: 

Dresses,  Skirts, 
Lingerie,  Shoes, 
Wigs, 

Beard  Cover, 
Make-Up, 
Garter  Belts, 
Waist  Chinchers, 
Corsets, 

Maids  Uniforms, 
Breast  Forms, 
Bras, 

Nylon  Hose, 
Pantyhose 
(Crotchless  & 
Garter  Belt) 


Phone  orders  with  M/C  or  Visa 

MANY  OTHER  STYLES  OF 
SHOES  IN  STOCK! 


MAKE-UP 

‘ lessons' 

By  Appointment 


Lydia’S  TV  Fashions 

— ’mA'- 


CALL  (818)995-7195  ^ 

d^FOR  CATALOG  (SEND  $5.00)^ 

13837  Ventura  Boulevard,  Suite  2 
Sherman  Oaks,  California  91423 

Store  Hours: 

Monday  through  Friday  - 12:00  noon  to  6:00  p.m. 
Saturday  - 1 1:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 


( TV  FICTION  CLASSICS  ] 


“FUQHT  OF  FANCY- 

W>Ml  Uswi  m a HuN, 


MAGS  INC. 

5th  & Main  Bookstore 
464  Vi  Main  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90013 
1-800-359-2116 


NEW  Selections  every 
day  from  all  over  the 
world. 

We  specialize  in  English 
TV  books! 


Send  for  free  brochure  of  current  titles. 

• ♦ • 


Largest  selection  in  the  West. 


PLEASE  SEND  THE  FOLLOWING: 


[ ] 

FLIGHT  OF  FANCY 

7.00 

NEW 

[ ] 

MAID  VP 

7.00 

NEW 

[ ] 

ACTING  LIKE  A GIRL 

7.00 

NEW 

[ ] 

ALL  DOLLED  UP 

7.00 

[ ] 

NOT  ENOUGH  GIRLS 

7.00 

[ ] 

SCHOOLING  IN  SKIRTS 

7.00 

[ ] 

CANT  CUT  IT 

7.00 

[ ] 

SKIRTING  THE  ISSUE 

7.00 

t ] 

JUST  LIKE  A WOMAN 

7.00 

( ] 

LIKE  MOTHER.  LIKE  SON 

7.00 

[ ] 

ROOM  FOR  A CHANGE 

7.00 

[ ] 

SUBSTITUTE  DAUGHTER 

7.00 

[ ] 

PAT  GOES  COED 

7.00 

[ ] 

CHEERLEADER  MASCOT 

7.00 

[ ] 

MISS-ING  PASSPORT 

7.00 

[ ] 

MODEL  HUSBAND 

7,00 

First  class  mail  shipping  -$1 .00  per  book  ($3.00  minimum) 

Total  Order  - AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 

Make  checks  payable  to:  MAGS  INC. 

MAIUNG  NAME: 

Address: 

City: State Zip 

I am  over 21.  Sign:  


NEW  VIDEO  RELEASE 

DOCTOR  DRAG 

(Forced  Transformation) 
$52  (POSTPAID) 

VHS  ONLY  — 60  MIN. 


Versatile 

Fashions 

NEWEST! 

MAIL  ORDERS  TO: 

VERSATILE  FASHIONS 
P.O.  BOX  1051 
TUSTIN,  CA  92681 


PHONE  ORDERS: 

(714)  538-6498 
CALIF.  RES.  ADD 
6.25%  SALES  TAX 
MC/VISA 


TV  DREAM  FANTASIES 
#1,  2,  3&  5 

(Mistresses  & TVs) 

$8  ea.  or  $24 

(POSTPAID)  FOR  THE  BOOK  SET. 


REBECCA  H.  HEELS 
& SEXY  FRIENDS 

(TV/TS/FEMMES) 

#1,  2,  3 & 4 - $8  ea  or  $24 

(POSTPAID)  FOR  THE  BOOK  SET. 


Jo  Ann  Roberts 


Girl  Tgilk  is  your  forum.  Any  question 
on  any  topic  is  fair  game  from  ma- 
keup secrets  to  the  psychology  of 
gender  transpositions.  If  you  have  a question 
for  Jo  Ann,  write  to  her  care  of  this  magazine. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I want  to  get  either  a credit  card  or 
checks  in  my  femme  name  so  I can  buy 
stuff  by  mail  without  getting  embarassed. 
Is  this  legal? 

Cathy  Dalton,  Middletown,  NJ 

Dear  Cathy, 

Yes,  you  can  get  checks  and  credit  cards  in  a 
female  name,  but  since  you  will  never  use  either 
of  them  in  person  why  not  get  a credit  card  and 
checks  with  just  your  initials  and  last  name. 
That  is  what  I have.  You  wiU  only  need  to  carry 
one  credit  card  and  have  one  check  book  that 


way.  Imagine  what  might  happen  if  you  pre- 
sented the  wrong  credit  card  while  out  as  a 
male.  Using  just  initials  avoids  all  the  hassle, 
and  is  perfectly  legal. 

Cathy  adds:  “ Ms.  [Paula]  Sinclair  stated  in 
one  of  her  columns  that  a pair  of  pantyhose  can 
be  used  as  £m  emergency  fan  belt.  My  question 
is,  if  I’m  really  stuck  for  a pair  of  black 
pantyhose  can  I use  the  fan  belt  from  my  car?” 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I have  two  tattoos,  one  on  each  forearm. 
Is  there  a product  I can  use  to  cover  them 
up.  I really  like  to  wear  sleeveless  dresses. 
Jodie  H.,  Pana,  IL 

Dear  Jodie, 

The  two  products  you  mentioned  (Cover- 
Girl  & Maybelline)  do  not  have  the  hiding 
power  you  need  to  cover  a tattoo.  I’d  recom- 
mend Dermablend®  or  Lydia  O’Leary’s 
Covermark®.  These  can  usually  be  foimd  at 
department  store  makeup  counters,  but  you 
may  have  to  ask  for  them.  They’re  not  always 
on  display.  These  two  foundations  are  made 
specifically  to  hide  birthmarks  and  other  fa- 
cial blemishes.  You’ll  need  the  setting  powder 
that  goes  with  the  foimdation.  Get  set  to 
spend  about  $20  to  $30,  but  it  will  be  worth  it. 

If  you  want  to  have  the  tattoos  removed 
permanently,  there  has  been  some  success 
with  laser  surgery  to  fade  the  inks.  Contact 
your  local  dermatologist  or  plastic  surgeon. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I have  a deep  indentation  in  my  chin. 
How  can  I minimize  this  very  masculine 
looking  trait? 

GinaK,  Galesburg,  MI. 
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Dear  Gina, 

You  have  what  is  known  as  a cleft  chin.  I’ve 
checked  all  my  references  and  I did  not  find  a 
specific  correction  for  your  problem.  However,  if 
you  apply  the  contour  and  highlight  principles 
as  shown  in  my  book,  Ar^  & Illusion,  you  should 
be  able  to  minimize  your  chin.  Here’s  what  to  do: 
apply  contour  shadow  on  the  points  of  your  chin 
(the  idea  is  to  make  them  recede);  next  apply 
highlight  in  the  cleft  (this  will  make  the  depres- 
sion appear  to  “lift”  out),  then  blend  the  lines 
between  the  highlight  and  contours  so  there  is 
no  definite  line.  It  may  take  some  experiment- 
ing to  find  the  right  sized  area  to  shade,  but  it 
should  work. 

Your  other  alternative  is  to  have  collagen 
injections  in  the  cleft.  This  is  a procedure  that 
must  be  performed  by  a cosmetic  surgeon. 


Dear  JoAnn, 

I am  very  new  at  crossdressing.  When  I 
shaved  my  legs  the  first  time  they  did  not 
feel  smooth.  How  do  I get  a smooth  shave? 
Linda  M.,  Mass. 


Dear  Linda, 

Start  with  a new  razor,  a Bic  Metal  or  Shick 
Sensor  are  good  choices.  Next,  nm  some  warm 
bath  water  and  soak  in  the  tub  for  no  more  than 
15  minutes.  The  idea  is  to  soften  the  hair;  any 
longer  and  the  skin  begins  to  swell  making  the 
shave  more  difiicult.  Use  a gel  lather  and  do 
from  ankle  to  knee  in  lather.  Shave  against  the 
direction  of  hair  growth.  Be  very  careful  aroimd 
the  back  of  the  ankle.  This  area  is  easily  cut.  Re- 
lather from  knee  the  hip  and  shave.  Then  do  the 
other  leg.  If  your  leg  hair  is  very  long  or  coarse, 
you  may  need  a second  razor. 

After  shaving  rub  a moisturizing  lotion  all 
over  your  legs.  Depending  on  your  hair  growth 
rate,  you’ll  need  to  re-shave  every  two  to  four 
days  to  keep  a silky  smooth  leg. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I find  myself  wanting  to  spend  more  and 
more  time  as  a woman.  I want  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  a woman.  Is  it  possible  for  a 
lifelong  TV  to  have  TS  feelings. 

Karen,  Ontario 

Dear  Karen, 

Yes,  it  is  not  only  possible,  but  it  happens  all 
the  time.  Many,  many  Hfelong  TVs  find  them- 
selves longing  for  a more  permanent  lifestyle  as 
a women.  I’ll  bet  that  you  are  between  the  age 
of  45  and  50.  That  seems  to  be  the  time  of 
“crisis.”  The  feelings  that  you  describe  have 
been  documented  in  a book  by  Dr.  Richard 
Doctor  titled  Transvestites  and  Transsexuals: 
Toward  a theory  of  cross-gender  behavior.  It  is 
published  by  Plenum  Press  and  can  be  ordered 
through  bookstores  (ISBN  0-306-42878-4). 

Doctor  has  noted  that  in  some  crossdressers 
the  feminine  side  of  their  personality  does  not 
get  integrated  into  the  whole  person,  but  rather 
“takes  over”  the  person  resulting  in  a desire  to 
cross-live  or  even  have  sex  reassignment.  The 
oldest  documented  case  of  reassignment  is  a 70 
year  old  male-to-female  TS.  Doctor  calls  these 
cases  “secondary  transsexuals.” 

I think  you  have  some  serious  thinking  to  do 
about  choices.  First,  will  you  seek  surgery? 
Second,  can  you  support  yourself  as  a woman? 
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Wliat  U'pe  of  work,  if  any,  can  you  do  to  support 
yourself?  Third,  are  you  aware  that  in  Canada, 
even  if  you  have  reassignment  surgery,  you  will 
still  be  legally  considered  a male? 

I strongly  suggest  that  you  find  a good  coun- 
selor and  get  yourself  hooked  into  a TS  support 
group,  like  Transition  Support,  do  519  Church 
St.  Toronto,  Ont.,  M4Y  2C9. 


attitude  that  it’s  your  money  to  spend  and  you 
can  spend  it  how  you  please.  If  a particular  store 
won’t  take  your  order,  I’m  sure  there’s  another 
that  will.  If  it  makes  you  feel  better,  you  can 
make  up  a story  that  you  need  them  for  a female 
character  you’re  doing  in  a play  or  show,  but  I’d 
just  tell  ‘em  what  you  want  and  let  ‘em  wonder. 
I hate  having  to  explain  myself. 


Dear  JoAnn, 

I saw  your  picture  in  LadyLike  maga- 
zine and  was  very  impressed.  What  a lady! 
I do  have  one  question  though;  how  did 
you  get  your  wife  to  go  along  with  it? 

Bobbie  M.,  Detroit 

Dear  Bobbie, 

The  same  way  you  milk  a porcupine.  Very 
carefully!  What  I reaUy  mean  is  this  all  didn't 
happen  overnight.  My  wife  and  I have  been 
working  on  this  relationship  for  over  twenty 
years  and  at  times  it  has  been  very  rocky. 

The  key  has  been  a willingness  on  both  our 
parts  to  compromise.  My  partner  recognizes 
crossdressing  is  a part  of  me  that  is  not  going  to 
disappear  and  so  I have  a certain  amoimt  of 
freedom  to  dress  when  I please . I realize  that  my 
partner  has  a right  to  her  husband  on  more  than 
an  occassional  basis  and  I try  to  set  aside  time 
specifically  for  us  and  the  family. 

As  for  my  looks,  it  really  is  aU  an  illusion.  I 
don’t  use  honnones  or  padding  (except  for 
breastforms).  I guess  God  ^ve  me  a body  that 
is  easily  shaped  to  feminine  curves.  If  you  saw 
a picture  of  Joe  (the  guy  who  goes  to  work 
eveiyday)  you’d  never  believe  “he”  and  “she” 
were  one  in  the  same. 

Dear  JoAim, 

I wear  glasses  and  have  a copy  of  my 
prescription.  Should  I just  march  into  a 
local  optical  store  and  order  a pair  of 
glasses  for  my  femme  self? 

Leslie  H.,  Wilmington,  DE 

Dear  Leslie, 

I don’t  see  why  you  shouldn’t  or  couldn’t  do  it. 
In  fact,  it’s  what  I did.  You’ve  got  to  have  the 


Dear  JoAnn, 

I read  your  book.  Art  & Illusion,  but  I 
don’t  imderstand  how  to  apply  contour 
and  highlight.  Can  you  enlighten  me? 
Sheila  P.,  Ossining,  NY 


Dear  Sheila, 

The  concept  behind  contour  and  highlight  is 
not  hard  to  understand  although  it  may  be  a 
little  difiicult  to  put  into  practice  at  first.  Simply 
put,  things  that  are  lighter  look  closer  or  more 
prominent  and  things  that  are  darker  look 
farther  away  or  less  prominent. 

You  can  apply  this  concept  to  your  makeup. 
Use  highlights  (listen  the  color)  to  emphasize 
features  like  the  tops  of  your  cheek  bones  and 
eyebrows.  Use  contour  (darken)  to  rninirnize 
features  like  the  sides  of  your  nose,  and  under 
your  cheek  bones. 

Let’s  look  at  the  photos.  In  the  first  (below), 
you  can  clearly  see  where  the  model  has  applied 
both  the  contour  and  highlight  makeup.  I call 


Contour  (dark  areas)  and  highlight  (light  areas) 
applied  over  basic  foundation. 
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Contour  and  highlight  blended  so  there  are  no 
distinct  lines. 

© 1990  CDS.  Both  photos  are  from  the  Art  & Illusion 
Companion,  by  JoAnn  Roberts 


this  the  “warpaint”  stage.  In  the  second  photo 
(above),  you  see  that  the  makeup  has  been 
blended  to  elimate  the  hard  edges  and  subtly 
reshape  the  face. 

It  takes  practice  to  find  exactly  the  right 
locations  on  your  own  face  that  will  make  all  the 
difference,  but  if  you'd  seen  me  when  I first 
started,  you'd  know  that  this  technique  can 
work  miracles. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Here’s  a new  one  for  you.  I work  out  of 
my  home  and  consequently,  I have  a lot  of 
freedom  to  dress  as  I please.  My  problem 
is  that  my  wife,  who  works  in  an  office,  is 
about  to  retire.  How  am  I going  to  tell  her 
about  my  “femme”  self?  You  and  I know  I 
can’t  just  stop  cold- turkey.  Help! 

Jodi  S.,  Medford,  OR 

Dear  Jodi, 

Actually,  your  problem  is  not  new  at  all. 
Many  of  your  sisters  share  the  same  dilemma. 

If  I may  preach  a little  before  I answer  your 
question,  your’s  is  the  “good”  example  of  the 
“wrong”  way  to  deal  with  transvestism  in  a 
committed  relationship.  Research  in  this  area 
of  relationships  has  shown  that  the  longer  it 


takes  for  a wife  to  find  out  about  the  cross- 
dressing, the  more  likely  it  is  that  she’ll  handle 
it  very  badly. 

Now,  with  that  in  mind,  you’ve  got  to  con- 
vince her  that  this  is  a permanent  part  of  your 
personality;  always  has  been  and  always  wiU 
be.  It  is  probably  at  least  partly  responsible  for 
why  she  was  attracted  to  you  in  the  first  place. 

I recommend  that  you  get  a copy  of  Dr.  Peggy 
Rudd’s  book.  My  Husband  Wears  My  Clothes 
and  read  it  first.  Then,  when  you  break  the  news 
to  your  wife,  have  her  read  the  book. 

Next,  make  contact  with  a support  group  in 
your  area  and  see  if  they  have  a wive’s  support 
group.  If  they  do,  try  to  set  up  a meeting  with 
another  TV  and  his  wife.  Just  knowing  that 
there  is  another  woman  who  deals  with  this  can 
be  very  comforting. 

You  can  order  Dr.  Rudd’s  book  from  IFGE  in 
Boston.  See  the  Resources  section  for  their 
address  and  phone  number.  Good  Luck. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I love  to  wear  women’s  clothes,  espe- 
cially hngerie.  Am  I gay? 

Traci  T.,  Wash.,  DC 


Dear  Traci, 

The  fact  that  you  like  to  wear  women’s  cloth- 
ing has  little  to  do  with  whether  or  not  you  are 
gay.  If  you  are  erotically  aroused  by  a mde  body 
image  or  enjoy  sex  with  a male,  then  you  are 
gay.  If  you  only  have  these  feelings  when  you 
are  crossdressed,  you  are  still  gay,  but  you 
might  be  using  the  crossdressing  as  an  “excuse” 
for  the  erotic  attraction.  If,  even  when  you  are 
crossdressed,  you  never  experience  an  erotic 
attraction  to  a male, 
then  I think  it’s  safe  to 
say  you  are  not  gay. 

But,  who  knows?  You 
may  meet  “Mr. 

Right”  someday. 


Hugs,  JoAnn 
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Resources 


We’ll  try  to  keep  an  up-to-date  listing  of  groups  and  sympathetic  businesses.  Please  let  us  know  of  any  additions/corrections. 
Groups  are  classified  as:  (o)=open,  TVA'S;  (c)=closed,  hetero  TV  only;  or  (TS)  TS  only. 


• National  Organizations  • 
International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  (IFGE),  Box  367,  Wayland, 
MA  01778,  Publishes  “TVA'S  Tapes- 
try”. Reprints  and  books  on  TV/TS 
subjects,  other  info.  617-899-2212. 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore 
Station,  Boston,  MA  02215.  General 
TV/TS  information  for  personal  and 
professional  use.  Hard  to  find  books. 

Renaissance  Education  Association, 
Inc.,  Box  552,  King  of  Prussia,  PA 
19406, 215-630-1437,  $ 12  membership 
fee  includes  monthly  newsletter.  Back- 
ground Papers  on  TV/TS  issues  for 
personal  and  professional  use.  Speakers 
Bureau.  Inquire  about  new  chapters. 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS),  Box 
194,  Tulare,  CA  93275.  Organization 
for  Hetero-TVs  only.  Publishes 
“Femme  Mirror.”  See  chapters  listed 
below.  (c)=  closed  membership 

•Organizations  by  State* 

City,  Name,  Address,  Zipcode 
Alaska 

Anchorage,  Berdache  Society,  Box 

113162, 99511 

Arizona 

Tempe,  Alpha-Zeta  SSS(c),  Box  24459, 
85285 

Scottsdale,  A Rose(o),  Box  4351, 85261 
California 

Duarte,  CHIC(c),  Box  562,  91010 
Fullerton,  Powder  Puffs  of  Orange 
County(o),  Box  9091,  92634 
Los  Angeles,  Lambda  Alpha  SSS(c), 
Box  36091, 90036 

Sacramento,  Sacramento  Gender 
Assoc(o),  Box  417701,  95841 
San  Diego,  Neutral  Corner(o),  Box 
12581,92112 

San  Francisco,  ETVC(o),  Box  6486, 
94101 

San  Jose,  Rainbow  Gender 
Association(o),  Box  700730,  95170 
Santa  Monica,  Androgyny,  513 
Wilshire  Rd,  Suite  245,  90401 


Tulare,  Omega  Chapter  SSS(c),  Box 
194, 93275 

Woodland  Hills,  Valley  Girls(o),  Box 
944,91365 

Connecticut 

Farmington,  Connecticut  Outreach 
Society(o),  Box  163,  06034 
Colorado 

Denver,  Gender  Identity  Center,  3715 
West  32nd  Ave,  8021 1 

Florida 

Hollywood,  Serenity(o),  Box  307, 
33022 

Kissimmee,  Central  Horida  Sisters(o), 

1 1 Westchester  Dr.  34744 

St.  Petersburg,  Southern  Belles  (c).  Box 

7311,33734 

Georgia 

Atlanta,  Sigma  Epsilon  SSS(c),  Box 

55144,  30308 

Hawaii 

Honolulu,  Hawaii  Transgendered 
Outreach(o),  111  Kapiolani  Blvd.,  Ste 
3114,96813 
Illinois 

Chicago,  Chicago  Gender  Society(o), 

Box  578005, 60657 

Washington,  Central  Illinois  Gender 

Assoc.(o),  Box  126,61517 

Wood  Dale,  Chi  Chapter  SSS(c),  Box 

40,60191 

Indiana 

Indianapolis,  IXE(o),  Box  20710, 

46220 

Kansas 

Overland  Park,  Crossdressers  & 
Friends,  Box  4092, 66204 
Louisiana 

New  Orleans,  Tri  Delta  Chi  SSS(c),  Box 

870213,70187 

Maine 

Portland,  TransSupport,  Box  1762, 
04101 

Massachusetts 

Springfield,  The  Twenty  Club(TS),  Box 
80690,  Forrest  PkSta,  01 138 
Woburn,  Tiffany  Club(o),  Box  2283, 
01888 
Michigan 

Grand  Rapids,  W.  Michigan  I.M.E.(o), 
Box  1153,  9501 


Royal  Oak,  Crossroads(o),  Box  1245, 
48068 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis,  CLCC(o),  Box  16265, 
55416 

St.  Paul,  MFGE(o),  Box  17945,  55117 
Mississippi 

Jackson,  Beta  Chi  SSS,  Box  31253, 

39206 

Nebraska 

Bellevue,  River  City(o)  ,Box 
1 305,68005 

Omaha,  RCR(c),  Box  24060, 68124 
New  Mexico 

Santa  Fe,  Fiesta  SSS(c),  DeVargas 
Center,  Suite  G-45 1,87501 
New  Jersey 

Mays  Landing,  Renaissance  Chapter 
(o),Box  189,  08330 
Trenton,  SNR  SSS(c),  Box  9255, 08650 
New  York 

Albany, TGlCid),  Box  13604, 12212 
Brooklyn,  Girl’s  Night  Out,  Box 
350369, 11235-0007 
Camillus,  EON(o),  Box  6293,  13031 
Massapequa  Park,  CDM  Tri-Ess(c), 
Box  327,  11762 

Mountainville,  Chi  Delta  Mu  SSS(c), 
Box  93,  10953 

Ozone  Park,  LIFE  (c).  Box  121,  11416 
Tillson,  Transgender  Network(o),  Box 
177, 12486-0177 
Ohio 

Cmczn/ia//,  Cross-Port(o),  Box  12701, 
45212 

Elyria,  Alpha-Omega  SSS(c), Box  954, 
44036 

Parma,  Paradise  Club(o),  Box  29564, 
44129 

Reynoldsburg,  Crystal  Club,  Box  287, 

43068 

Oregon 

Portland,  North  West  Gender 
Alliance(o),  Box  4928, 97208. 

Salem,  Capitol  City,  Box  3312,  97302 
Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia,  TS  Support  Group,  Box 
15836, 19103 

Philadelphia , Renaissance  Chapter  (o). 
Box  AD,  Bensalem,  19406 
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Pittsburgh,  TransPitt(o),  Box  3214, 
15230 

York,  Renaissance  Chapter  (o),  Box 

7412, 17404 

Texas 

Austin,  Heart  of  Texas  (o).  Box  402, 
78767 

Garland,  Delta  Omega  SSS(c),  Box 
461401,75406 

Houston,  Gulf  Coast  TV  Chapter(o), 
Box  441754,77244 
Richmond,  Tau  Chi  Tri  SSS(c),  Box 
533, 77469 

San  Antonio,  B&P  Society(o),  Box 

169652, 78280 

Utah 

Salt  Lake  City,  Alpha  Rho  Provesta 
SSS,Box  651384,  84126 
Virginia 

Arlington,  DCEA(o),  Box  16036, 
22215 

West  Virginia 

Trans  West,  P.  O.  Box  258,  Kingwood, 
WV  26537. 

Washington 

Portland,  NW  Gender  Alliance(o),  Box 
4928, 97208 

Seattle,  Emerald  City(o),  Box  31318, 
98103 

•Canadian  • 

Alberta,  Alberta  Contact  Club(o),  Box 
4667,  Station  C,  Calgary,  T2T-5P1 
British  Columbia,  Combury  Society(c), 
Box  3745,  Vancouver,  V6B-3Z1 
Owen  Sound,  Monarch  Social  Club  (o). 
Box  682,  Ontario,  N4K  5P1 
Toronto,  Transition  Support  (TS),  1002 
Woodbine,  Ontario,  M4C-4C1 

•Overseas  • 

New  Zealand,  TransCare,  c/o  The  Mi- 
norities Trust,  Box  2983,  Wellington 
Republic  of  So.  Africa,  Phoenix  Society, 
Box  375,  Parow,  7500 
Scotland,  Scottish  TV/TS  group,  c/o 
SHRG,  58a  Broughton  St.,  Edinburgh, 
EH1-35A 

UK,  Essex,  TransEssex,  Box  3,  Basil- 
don, SS 14  IPT 


•Information  Services  • 

CA,  San  Juan  Capistrano,  J2CP  Infor- 
mation Services,  TS  info.  Box  184, 
92693 

CT,  Manchester,  Gender  Identity  Clinic 
of  New  England,  TS  info,  68  Adelaide 
Rd.,  06040 

MA,  N.  Dartmouth,  Gender  Informa- 
tion Services,  TS  info.  Box  9238,  02747 

Quebec,  Hamilton,  FACT(TS),  Box 
291,  Station  “A”,  Ontario,  L8N-3C8 

Quebec,  Toronto,  Gender  Worker  Serv- 
ices, Box  1224,  Station  “A”,  Ontario, 
M6W-1G7 

•Boutiques  & Businesses  • 

CA,  Glendale,  NS  Products  ( Breast 
Forms),  Box  6678-L,  91205 

CA,  Laguna  Niguel,  Fashion  2000 
(makeup  & fashion  consultants).  Box 
6502, 92607 

CA,  Mt.  View,  B&R  Creations  (Corse- 
try),  Box  4201-L,  94040 

CA,  Sherman  Oaks,  Lydia’s  TV  Fash- 
ions, 13837  Ventura  Blvd.,  Suite  2, 
91423,818-995-7195. 

CA,  Tustin,  Versatile  Fashions,  Box 
1051,92681 

CA,  Woodland  Hills,  Fantasy  Fashions, 
22968  Victory  Blvd.,  Suite  196, 91367 

FL,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fantasies  In  Lace, 
3608  W.Broward  Blvd.,  305-581-2366 

MA,  Waltham,  Vernon’s  Specialities, 
386  Moody  St.,  02254, 617-894-1744 

NY, NYC,  Mardi  Gras  Boutique, 400  W. 
14th  St.  at  8th  Ave.,  212-947-7773 

•Recurring  Events  • 

Be  All  You  Can  Be  Weekend,  put  on  by 
Paradise  Club,  Crossroads,  Trans-Pitt 
and  The  Chi  Chapter  of  SSS . Usually  in 
June.  Contact  any  of  the  groups  men- 
tioned. 


Fantasia  Fair,  10  days,  once  a year  in 
October,  in  Provincetown,  MA.  Out- 
reach Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  Sta- 
tion, Boston,  MA.,  02215. 

IFGE  Convention,  once  a year,  moves 
around  the  country.  Contact  IFGE. 

On  The  Scene  Nite,  2nd.  Saturday  each 
month  at  the  Queen  Mary,  Studio  City, 
Calif.  (818)  506-5619. 

Paradise  in  the  Poconos,  4days/ 
3nights,  twice  a year.  May  and  Septem- 
ber, in  the  Pa.  Poconos.  CDS,  Box  1263, 
King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 

Texas  ‘T  Party,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  3 
day  weekend  in  February,  B&P  Society, 
Box  169652,  San  Antonio,  TX  78280, 
512-657-2540. 

Tiffany,  Provincetown  Outings,  twice  a 
year  in  Oct  & June,  contact  Tiffany  Club 

Monarch  Social  Club,  Mardi  Gras 
Ontario,  last  full  weekend  in  August. 

• Periodicals  • 

Femanine,  Tania  Volen  Inc.,  200  Main 
St.,  Tennent,  NJ.,  07763.  $30/yr 
Gender  Expressions,  c/o  Electronic 
MEDIA  Arts,  Box  150,  Concord,  NH 
03302,  $30/yr. 

The  Transie  Times,  TTT,  566  Parlia- 
ment St.,  Ste.  3375,  Toronto,  Ont., 
M4X- 1P8,  $36/yr. 

Transsexual  Voice,  Box  16314,  At- 
lanta, GA  30321,  $12/yr 

Transvestian,  Tania  Volen  Inc.,  200 
Main  St.,  Tennent,  NJ.,  07763.  $18/yr 

TV/TS  Talk,  Box  6322,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55406,  $21/yr 

TV/TS  Tapestry,  IFGE,  Box  367,  Way- 
land,  MA  01778,  $10  per  issue. 

Please  send  a self-addressed  stamped, 
large,  business  envelope  when  writing 
to  the  support  groups  and  information 
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Dee,  Texas 
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Growing  up  in  a Texas  suburb  just  outside 
Dallas  into  what  I thought  was  maturity  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  there  was  a close  bond  between 
the  other  “men”  of  my  age.  We  were  high  school 
seniors,  had  part-time  jobs,  were  financing  the 
best  cars  we  could  afibrd,  dated  regularly,  started 
smoking,  and  were  developing  some  bad  drink- 
ing habits. 

It  was  the  early  1960’s  and  everything  was 
right  with  the  world.  Gasoline  was  plentiful, 
about  twenty-five  cents  a gallon.  A big  date  to  a 
restaurant  and  movie  would  cost  ten  dollars.  I 
made  two  dollars  an  hour  at  a part-time  job.  The 
only  abiding  problem  was  to  make  high  enough 
grades  in  school  to  get  into  college. 

Nobody  had  any  other  problems  except  me.  It 
was  a problem  I felt  I probably  couldn’t  survive 
and  no  other  person  on  earth  had  it.  I was 
suffering  an  affliction  that  was  imspeakable 
even  to  my  best  friend.  It  had  started  about  age 
four  but  didn’t  become  obsessive  imtil  recently. 
“It”,  my  crossdressing,  would  have  to  end  or  I 
would. 

I could  end  “it”,  I thought,  by  inundating 
myself  with  “masculine”  exploits.  How  about  a 
trip  to  Mexico?  Yes!  That  would  be  the  ultimate 
“boys  night  out.”  We  could  drive  to  a small 
Mexican  border  village  and  debase  ourselves 
with  cheap  drinks,  gambling,  and  two-dollar-a- 
night  local  talent.  Those  Latin  girls  can  make 
any  boy  a man.  I could  buy  a switch-blade,  some 
really  “feel  thy”  pictures  of  skinny  men  with  foot- 
long  penises  and  obese  women  with  bosoms  the 
size  of  fifly-poimd  watermelons  that  I coiild 
gross  out  everyone  back  home  with,  and  maybe 
a small  tattoo. 

It  could  work!  We  could  tell  oxir  parents  we 
were  going  to  Austin  for  the  weekend  to  check 
out  the  University  of  Texas,  pending  our  ex- 
pected graduation  from  high  school.  It  was  a five 
hundred  mile  trip  to  Mexico,  one  way,  but  we 
could  make  it  and  still  have  plenty  of  time  to 


mess  around.  At  eighteen,  you  figure  you  can 
drive  a thousand  miles  with  six  guys  in  a ’55 
Chevy,  not  sleep  or  eat,  and  have  the  experience 
of  your  life. 

As  it  turns  out,  I did  have  the  experience  of  my 
fife.  Not  because  of  the  debauchery  of  our  first 
night  in  a miniature  Las  Vegas  set  up  on  dirt 
roads  outside  of  the  border  town,  but  because  of 
the  discovery  I made  early  the  next  morning. 

After  no  sleep  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours, 
I found  myself  with  a second  wind  at  daybreak. 
I had  spent  the  night  behind  a club  in  one  of  a 
group  of  tiny  bedroom  cottages  with  a working 
girl.  I don’t  remember  exactly  what  happened 
but  it  took  a lot  of  penicillin  to  get  over  it. 

Not  able  to  find  my  friends,  I walked  into  the 
town  where  the  townspeople  lived  and  worked. 
The  sun  was  just  coming  up  on  the  many  small 
shops  that  spread  out  on  streets  radiating  from 
a square  in  the  middle  of  town.  Small,  and  adobe 
covered,  they  had  signs  for  their  various  wares, 
but  I couldn’t  read  Spanish. 

One  shop  had  its  whole  front  covered  with 
magazines  and  comic  books.  For  some  reason  I 
went  inside.  Maybe  it  was  the  lively  music  coming 
from  within.  The  shop  was  only  about  ten  feet 
wide  but  maybe  a hundred  feet  long  and  twenty 
feet  high.  The  walls  were  filled  from  floor  to 
ceiling  with  magazines.  The  place  smelled  of 
paper  and  printer’s  ink.  Except  for  the  shop- 
keeper, I seemed  to  be  there  alone  in  the  early 
morning  hours. 

The  store  was  a riot  of  color  except  for  one 
small  spot  in  the  middle  of  a display  in  the  center 
of  the  room.  There  was  a pamphlet  sized  publi- 
cation with  a white  cover  and  two  black  and 
white  photographs  of  a gorgeous  show  girl.  It 
was  titled  “La  Femme  Personifier”  and  in  smaller 
type,  “French  Female  Impersonators.” 
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I was  a little  slow  in  figuring  out  exactly  what 
I had  foxmd.  I’d  never  heard  the  term  “female 
impersonator”  and  thought  maybe  it  meant 
females  impersonating  other  more  famous  fe- 
males. Okay,  maybe  I am  slow,  but  I wanted  that 
booklet  to  be  what  it  actually  was  so  badly  that 
I had  to  be  twice  sure  ofthis  new  treasure.  To  me, 
it  was  like  discovering  another  planet  just  like 
the  Earth,  where  men  wore  dresses  and  women 
wore  pants. 

I felt  about  as  far  away  from  Paris,  France  as 
from  a new  planet  Earth,  but  now  I knew  I was 
not  alone  in  my  love  for  beautiful  gowns  and 
dresses.  I was  like  a child  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing. Now  I was  faced  with  another  problem, 
getting  the  treasure  out  of  the  store. 

The  hiilking,  seemingly  seven-foot  tall  Mexi- 
can at  the  front  checkout  counter,  wearing  a 
sweat-soaked,  black,  tee-shirt  and  a mustache 
like  Harley-Davidson  handlebars,  was  staring 
at  me  clutching  my  little  book  as  if  I were  naked 
except  for  a pair  of  pink  lacy  panties  and  matching 
bra.  I could  put  the  book  back  on  the  shelf  and  act 
like  I picked  it  up  by  mistake. 

No!  I would  not  give  it  up,  even  if  I had  to 
shoplift  it!  No,  not  that,  then  I might  end  up  in 
one  of  those  Mexican  jails  with  the  high  mud 
walls,  no  roof,  and  guards  with  bad  teeth.  There 
I would  be,  hiding  in  a comer,  clad  only  in  my 
imaginary  bra  and  panties.  I would  definitely 
have  to  buy  the  book  and  I could  bury  it  among 
several  other  magazines.  Maybe  no  one  would 
notice.  God,  don’t  let  anyone  notice!  I made  it 
through  the  checkout  withmyprize,  six  romance 
style  comicbooks,  and  some  very  bloody  wrestling 
magazines. 

I stuffed  the  five  by  eight  inch  book  down  the 
front  of  my  blue  jeans.  I gave  out  the  other 
magazines  to  shoe  shine  boys,  beggars,  and  old 
women  on  their  way  to  Mass  as  I went  back  to 
find  my  fnends.  With  no  luggage  or  other  place 
to  hide  the  book,  I rode  home  with  what  soon  felt 
like  half  a set  of encyclopedias  down  my  drawers. 

If  I had  had  any  confidence,  I could  have 
shown  my  book  to  my  fnends  as  a novelty  I had 
found  and  nobody  would  have  cared.  As  it  was, 
I almost  neutered  myself,  but  at  least  I now  had 
my  book  to  thrill  and  comfort  me  as  proof  I was 


not  dropped  off  by  an  ahen  spaceship.  This  was 
a great  relief  after  years  of  guilt  for  my  “impiu’e” 
thoughts.  Of  course,  I still  had  great  fears  of 
being  caught  with  it.  I took  my  little  portable 
phonograph  apart  and  hid  it  inside.  Twenty-five 
years  later,  I don’t  remember  what  became  of  the 
phonograph,  but  I still  have  the  book. 

The  small  thirty  page  book  is  not  at  all  spec- 
tacular today.  It  is  just  professional,  studio  posed, 
publicity  type  photographs  advertising  two  clubs, 
Chez  Madame  Arthur’s  and  Au  Carrousel. 

Before  becoming  a collector  of  literature  that 
has  as  its  subject  matter  male  crossdressing , I 
thought  that  my  precious  “La  Femme  Personi- 
fied’ represented  the  high  point  in  the  art  of 
female  impersonation.  Not  true.  I define  the  art 
of  female  impersonation  as  a male  who  uses  only 
make-up,  cinching,  and  padding  to  present  the 
image  of  a beautifiil,  enticing  woman.  This  was 
supposed  to  be  the  dear  old  long-gone  days  of 
performers  who  didn’t  use  hormones  or  have 
surgery  or  implants.  Actually,  in  the  late  ’50s 
and  early  ’60s  hormones  were  readily  available 
in  Exirope  and  at  least  three  of  my  heroes 
(heroines?)  became  females  through  sex  reas- 
signment surgery.  Bambi,  Capucine,  and 
CoccineUe  all  became  more  famous  after  their 
operations. 

Another  misconception  I had  was  that  the 
Europeans  were  the  only  ones  who  tolerated 
drag  shows  at  the  time.  This,  I now  know,  was 
grossly  untrue  as  the  Jewel  Box  Revue*  was 
touring  the  states  early  in  the  ’50s  and  played  a 
large  downtown  theater  in  Dallas.  I think  I 
remember  a neighbor  talking  to  my  father  about 
it  saying,  “you  wouldn’t  believe  they  were  men.” 
No  one  was  lynched. 

*(Editor*s  Note:  The  Jewel  Box  Review  was 
a nationally  known  troupe  of  female 
impersonators  that  traveled  all  over  the 
country.  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them 
on  their  last  tour  in  1972  or 1973. 1 still  have 
the  program  and  may  he  able  to  do  a feature 
on  them  in  a future  issue.) 
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Still  sexy  after  all  these  years! 


Bambi  - a 50's  showgirl 


Jc.  5, 


eirune 


jjerionnifLer 


FRENCH  FEMALE 
IMPERSONATORS 


Coccinelle  - probably  the  most 
famous  of  the  group. 


Caprice  - ala  Connie  Francis 
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Regine  - check  out  the  heavy-duty 
eyebrows. 


Fetiche  - great  figure. 


Miriame  - our  favorite 


Gina  Ginn  - double  exposure. 
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MIRAGE  BREAST  FORMS 

HELP  YOU  TO 

“Be  All  You  Want  To  Be” 

Imagine!  A Breast  Form  that  attaches  to  your  body  so  that  they  not  only  look  and 
feel  natural  but  you  can  also  wear  them  braless. 

‘ 

We  also  have  wigs,  lingerie  and  most  products  and  services  at  reasonable  prices 
ro  help  you  feel  complete. 

Finally,  a company  with  an  established  reputation  for  prompt  service  and  a relaible 
owner  you  can  count  on. 

For  more  information:  Please  send  $2.00  to  cover  postage  and  handling  to: 
Mirage,  P.O.  Box  6678'R,  Glendale,  CA  91205 

'l^emon's  Specialties,  Inc. 

Your  one-stop  place  to  shop.  By  mail  or  in  person. 

We  stock  everything  you  need  to  create  the  ultimate  in  femininity 

Clothing  — Sizes  4 to  26  V2 
• Leather  & Latex  Clothing,  Etc. 

• Professional  Makeup  Lessons 
• Shoes  - 1 0 W to  1 4 WW,  3 V2  to  6"  heel 
• Wigs  — Jewelery  — His  & Her  Exotic  Lingerie 
• Aduit  Noveities  — Videos  — Books  — Magazines 
Send  $15  for  latest  catalogs 

Monday-Satunday  • 9:30  AM-5  PM  • Wednesday  & Friday  • 9:30  AM-8PM 
Private  Appointments  • Anytime 

386-E  Moody  Street  • Waitham,  MA  02154-5260  • (617)  894-1744 


WE  RE  NOT  #1  YOU  ARE 

Mail  Order  Specialists  Spanning  the  Globe  Catering  to  the  Needs  of  Everyone! 


B.  R.  CREAnONS 

Custom  made  corsets  od  satin,  100%  cotton,  cotton  polyester,  brocade, 
leather  and  metallic  leather.  Seven  picture  color  brochure  with  separate 
order  form. 

Coset  Newsletter  is  in  its  fifth  year.  Subjects  covered  are  history,  book 
reviews,  dress  patterns  available  for  wearing  with  corsets,  corsets  in 
movies,  waist  reduction  by  corsetting,  museum  displays  and  currentcorset 
events. 

Brochure  and  sample  newsletter  for  $6.00  in  the  USA,  $7.00  overseas 

B.R.  CREATIONS 
Box  4201 

Mountain  View,  CA  94040  USA 
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Sandy  JohnsoHj  North  Carolina 
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Charlene  Taylor 


Mirrono 

lAHLLOUO 


M 
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Nancy  Ann,  Maryland 


San  Francisco 
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Priscilla,  Chicago 


Mirronoi 


Gina,  Burbank 


sm 


J.  Madrid,  Pasadena 


Lyn,  Utah 
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St.  Paul  Patti 


m 


Delia,  Florida 


Sandra,  North  California 


Megan  Shaw,  Texas 
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MirrononiM 
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up  in  the  hills  above  Los  Angeles  is  a 
delightful  boutique  specializing  in  clothing  and 
accessories  for  crossdressers. 

J-jydia’s  TV  Fashions  has  been  serving  crossdressers  since  1981. 
Business  must  be  good  because  Lydia  & Ronnie,  her  husband,  expanded  the 

store  twice  since  then. 

feome  time  ago  they  sponsored  a fashion  show 
at  the  famous  Queen  Mary  in  LA.  They  sent 
some  photos  to  share  with  our  readers. 

If  you’re  out  their  way,  stop  in  to  visit  and  tell 
them  you  saw  their  shop  mentioned  here. 
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Dresses  - Lingerie 
Wigs  - Boots  - Shoes 
Makeup  Lessons 

BY  ApPOINTMEMT 


Mon.  — Fri. 

NOON  - 6pm 

Sat. 

11  AM  - 5 PM 
Stop  By! 
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LadyLiliif  ^rofiCe 
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S^tellsi 

All  photos  by  Stella 


LadyLifiie 's 

Profile 


NAME:  Stella  J. 

AGE:  Admit  to  30  (going  on  24) 
PROFESSION:  Electronics  Technician 
RESIDENCE:  Northwestern  Rorida 
HEIGHT:  5’  9’’ 

WEIGHT:  155# 

MEASUREMENTS:  38-30-39,  Size  14 
SHOE  SIZE:  9B 
FAVORITE  THINGS 
SHOE  STYLE:  Black  Patent  pump 
PERFUME:  Poison 

MOVIE:  The  Right  Stuff,  On  Any  Sunday 
MUSIC:  Rock,  C&W,  Classical 
STYLES:  Anything  tight  & clingy 
PLACE:  Washington  Cascade  Mountains 
Turn-Ons:  Beautiful  hair,  playing  with 
makeup,  looking  sexy,  trail  riding  on  a 
motorcycle,  sliding  sideways,  & flying 
Turn-Offs:  Pushy,  inconsiderate  people, 
drugs,  dmnkenness,  apathetic  people. 


Stella 


LadyLike:  As  I understand  it,  you  lived  for 
a while  in  Great  Britain  and  that's  where 
Stella  really  developed.  Tell  us  about  that 
experience. 

Stella  J:  Yes,  a few  years  back  I was 
fortunate  enough  to  make  an  extended  trip  to 
England.  I foimd  out  about  Stephanie  Anne 
Lloyd’s  “Transformation”  shop  in  Manches- 
ter and  made  a trip  to  her  store  for  purchases . 
I found  out  about  the  hotel  she  had  opened  to 
cater  to  transvestites  and  made  a reserva- 
tion to  stay  overnight.  It  was  a very  enjoyable 
experience.  The  food  was  delicious,  and  a 
couple  of  other  TV’s  and  I spent  the  whole 
evening  trying  on  different  outfits.  I even  had 
some  pictures  taken  of  me  in  a wedding 
dress,  it  was  great.  I also  showed  off  my 
picture  albums  (I  have  a lot  of  photos  of 


Stella).  The  Innkeeper  loved  my  pictures  and 
suggested  that  I might  work  out  as  a model 
for  the  then  upcoming  “TV  World”  Transfor- 
mation catalog.  After  a fair  bit  of  thought  I 
gave  them  some  photos  and  later  ended  up 
doing  2 full  days  of  modeling. 

The  first  day  of  modeling  was  an  absolute 
dream.  I modeled  one  outfit  and  scads  of 
lingerie.  The  day  went  so  well  that  they  asked 
if  I could  come  back  a few  days  later  to  do 
some  more  work  for  them.  Having  so  much 
fun  and  getting  paid  for  it,  I agreed  to  return 
to  do  some  more  modeling. 

The  second  day  of  modeling  was  a lot  differ- 
ent than  the  first.  I was  the  only  TV  model  in 
the  studio  and  I was  sharing  a dressing  room 
with  3 other  male  models  who  were  working 
on  a catalog  for  a major  department  store.  At 
first  there  was  no  problem  because  I started 
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7. 


LadyLil^  ^rafife 


off  doing  a before  and  after  sequence  to  show 
the  effectiveness  of  beard  cover  and  make-up. 
So  I was  made-up  for  a normal  male  image 
while  the  other  guys  were  in  and  out  with 
different  sports  jackets  and  suits.  Later  the 
make-up  artist  did  my  female  image,  then  it 
got  to  be  a little  embarrassing  as  the  other 
models  (men)  watched  my  transformation. 
Still  over  all  I wouldn’t  trade  the  experience 
for  anything!  Stephanie  Anne  Lloyd  and  her 
staff  were  very  gracious  and  imderstanding 
and  the  hospitality  was  fabulous. 

LL:  WOW,  that  must  have  been  a real  trip. 
You  mentioned  in  there  some  embarrassing 
moments.  Tell  us  about  some  of  the  “close 
calls”  you’ve  had. 

SJ:  My  most  harrowing  experience  was 
late  one  night  when  I returned  from  a drive 
and  found  I had  locked  myself  out  of  my 
house.  I couldn’t  very  well  try  breaking  in 


through  a window  when  I was  dressed  with 
high  heels  and  a skirt.  I ended  up  driving  to 
a secluded  place  to  undress  and  fortunately  I 
had  an  old  T-shirt  and  a pair  of  oversized 
Pants  in  my  car.  The  hard  part  was  taking  my 
makeup  and  especially  my  mascara  off.  I 
ended  up  using  motor  oil  as  a make-up  re- 
mover. (It  really  works,  but  I wouldn’t  sug- 
gest using  it.)  When  I got  back  to  my  house  I 
went  around  to  a side  window  (barefooted) 
and  worked  on  getting  a window  open  with 
one  hand  while  I held  up  my  pants  with  the 
other.  I am  sure  I would  have  made  a comical 
sight.  Needless  to  say  I was  very  relieved  to 
get  back  into  the  house  relatively  without 
incident.  I have  had  some  other  close  calls  but 
none  quite  so  traumatic. 

LL:  What  about  before  England?  What  was 
life  like  for  Stella? 
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SJ:  Well,  I think  my  earliest  experience 
was  when  I was  about  5 or  6 years  old.  A 
neighbor  had  come  over  to  the  house  with  a 
new  hairstyle  and  with  her  sunglasses  on  I 
didn’t  even  recognize  her.  It  was  intriguing  to 
me  that  she  could  change  her  appearance  so 
drastically.  I can  also  remember  a Halloween 
party  that  I attended  when  I was  11.  A boy 
won  the  contest  for  best  costume,  his  mother 
had  dressed  him  up  as  a girl  complete  with 
makeup  and  wig.  I fantasized  a lot  about 
being  dressed  like  he  was.  It  wasn’t  until  I 
was  about  1 3 or  1 4 that  I actually  dressed  and 
used  makeup.  I picked  up  several  wigs  from 
a thrift  store  and  dressed  in  my  mothers 
clothing  when  the  house  was  empty.  (Which 
was  not  very  often,  I come  from  a big  family 
and  there  was  almost  always  someone  home.) 
I can  remember  once  when  one  of  my  brothers 
foimd  one  of  my  wigs,  he  showed  it  to  my  dad. 
I was  kind  of  humiliated  but  the  experience 
was  soon  forgotten.  A few  months  later  my 


mother  formd  another  one  of  my  wigs,  I ex- 
plained that  I just  wEmted  to  see  what  I 
looked  like  in  longer  hair,  but  I think  she 
knew  the  truth. 

LL:  I suppose  like  many  of  us,  you  purged 
frequently  and  vowed  to  stop  crossdressing. 
What  changed  that  for  you? 

SJ:  I don’t  know  how  many  times  over  the 
years  I thrown  everything  out  and  vowed 
never  to  dress  again.  I think  the  longest  I ever 
went  was  2 years  before  I was  out  buying 
wigs,  make-up,  and  clothing  again.  While  I 
was  in  England  I came  to  the  conclusion  that 
cross-dressing  is  something  that  I just  won’t 
outgrow  or  get  over.  Being  seen,  understood, 
and  appreciated  by  others  helped  me  to  re- 
alize that  it  didn’t  do  any  good  to  feel  so  guilty 
about  something  that  I enjoy  so  much. 

LL:  Does  anybody  else  know  about  Stella? 
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SJ:  Sure,  but  all  the  people  who  do  know  me  as 
Stella  are  associated  with  cross-dressing  in  one 
way  or  another.  I am  sure  there  are  a few  people 
at  work  who  have  their  suspicions,  but  despite 
everything  I still  maintain  a very  male  image.  I 
think  my  Mom  probably  knows,  one  of  these  days 
I will  have  to  sit  down  and  talk  to  her  about  Stella. 
I think  she  is  the  only  person  in  my  family  who 
would  really  understand.  I mainly  keep  my 
dressing  private  except  for  letting  other  people 
know  who  are  really  interested. 

LL:  You  travel  quite  a lot.  Do  you  ever  get  out 
when  you’re  on  the  road'?  Have  you  met  others? 

SJ:  I love  to  travel  and  almost  always  have 
some  of  Stella’s  things  packed  when  I am  on  the 
road.  Occasionally  I make  a trip  to  Ft.  Lauderdale 
where  I have  attended  a couple  of  parties  that 
were  put  on  by  “Fantasies  In  Lace”.  Terry  and  his 
(her)  wife  Joann  are  very  considerate,  gracious 
hosts  and  I have  enjoyed  their  parties  immensely. 
I correspond  and  visit  with  a number  of  people 
who  are  interested  in  cross-dressing.  In  fact  I 


have  one  very  dear  friend  in  Utah  whose  picture 
was  on  the  back  cover  ofLadyLike  #5.  It  is  a joy 
to  get  together  with  her  and  it  is  really  nice  to  get 
out  and  see  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

LL:  Any  “words  of  wisdom”  for  our  readers? 
Maybe  some  advice  for  a sister  still  in  the  closet. 

SJ:  In  a lot  of  ways  I feel  I am  still  in  the 
“closet”  (but  I have  a big  closet).  If  there  is  any 
advice  I could  give  it  would  be  “accept  yourself’. 
There  will  always  be  people  who  won’t  accept  us 
as  individuals.  We  have  to  accept  ourselves  for 
what  we  are  and  what  we  can  be  and  live  life  to 
the  fullest  extent  possible.  I also  think  it  is  very 
important  to  find  acceptance  from  others.  It  is  too 
hard  to  live  in  this  world  alone.  There  are  a 
number  of  avenues  of  finding  acceptance  it  is  just 
a matter  of  doing  it  and  taking  care  in  the  pro- 
cess. 

Oh,  I really  appreciate  the  opportunity  of 
having  this  interview.  It  is  really  good  to  express 
my  thoughts.  I love  the  magazine,  keep  up  the 
good  work! 
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We’d  like  to  thank  both  Dee,  from  Texas  and  our  friends  at  Wildside  in  Toronto  for 
providing  us  with  these  Transformation  photos.  If  you  have  the  courage  to  show 
us  your  transformation,  send  us  your  photos. 


Such  a handsome  face. 


Our  first  model  this  issue 
is  distinguished  looking. 


Can  Wildside 
pull  this  off? 


Beard  & Moustache  gonel 
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Eye  shadow,  blush  and  lipstick. 
Almost  ready  to  go. 


Send  us  your 
photos! 


OMIGAWDI  Why  did  I let  her  talk  me  into  this? 


Turn  the  page  to 
see  the  results  of 
this  & other 
transformations. 


We  couldn’t  resist  this  ^‘mug”  shot. 
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This  is  our  friend  Dee  from  deep  in  the  heart  of  Texas. 


J 


6 


Absolutely  Astounding.  We  thank  Dee  for  her  courage  to  share  her  Transformation. 
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TRANSFORMATION 

EVERYTHING  FOR 
TRANSVESTITES,  TRANSSEXUALS 
CROSSDRESSERS 
FEMALE  IMPERSONATORS 


We  are  the  largest  & most  complete  firm  dealing  with  all 
the  unique  items  for  the  crossdresser. 

OVER  too  VIOEOSI  PLUS:  MAGAZiNES,  CLOTHING, 
SHOES,  BOOTS,  BREAST-ENLARGEMENT  DEVICES, 
WIGS,  UNDERGARMENTRS,  CORSETS,  KNICKERS, 
SPECIAL  BRAS,  UNIFORMS,  PETTICOATS, 
COSMETICS,  DRESSES,  ETC. 

• Also  available:  Bondage  Gear,  Adult  Baby  Items, 
Forced  Feminization,  REAL  Chastity  DevicesI 

• PLUS:  information  on  How-to-Look  your  most  feminine 
Make-up  and  Dress.. .and  much,  much  more. 


• Send  $1"  to  get  on  our  MAILING  LIST,  you  will 
receive  our  FREE  MONTHLY  BROCHURES! 


Featuring  Centurian's  Bondage  Catalogs  & Merchandise 


SPARTACUS  Hs 
ORANGE,  CA  92666 


TRANSIE 


\ 

TIMES 


A monthly  magazine  for  Transvestites, 
Crossdressers,  Drag  Queens,  Female 
Impersonators  and  their  Admirers 


Subscription  rates  are  $42  (Canadian)  per 
year,  plain  envelope  assured.  Reader 
submissions  are  welcomed. 

Write  to: 

T.  T.  T. 

556  Parliament  St. 

Suite  3375 
Toronto,  Ontario 
Canada  M4X1P8 


Editor/Publisher:  Jennifer  Graham 


7^e  a Walk  on  the  Wildside 

Inc. 

As  seen  on  television 

Imported  corsettes 
Heels  (sizes  8-14) 
Dermablend  make-up 
Wigs,  Lingerie,  Videos 
Make-overs  and  more! 

Serving  the  cross-dresser  since  1988 

(416)  864-0420 

In  the  heart  of  downtown  Toronto 


38 


Would  you  adore  feeling  pretty,  looking  “put  together”  and 
wear  styles  and  colors  that  are  you? 

Would  you  like  a makeup  look  that  marvelously  enhances  rather 
than  stands  out? 

Are  you  tired  of  buying  clothes  that  look  better  on  someone 
else  or  looking  like  someone’s  mother? 

Would  you  like  more  confidence  towcird  becoming  “passable”? 


^€[/n  Q)o 

Frankie  and  Jerri  are  dedicated  to  doing  high  quality 
total  makeovers  in  a highly  personal,  yet  objective  way. 

HOW  DO  WE  DO  IT? 

We  do  it  with  extensive  fashion,  makeup  and  color  question- 
naires plus  several  of  your  photos.  We  give  special  attention  to  tlie 
problems  and  details  of  you  special  people  who  need  more  help  in 
looking  like  ladies. 


“Frankie”  - Made  Over 


ithin  two  weeks  of  receiving  your  questionnaires  and  photos  you’ll  get: 

1.  A personalized  makeup  approach  with  suggestions  on  corrective  makeup 

2.  Suggestions  on  hair  color  and  hair  styles  for  you 

3.  A palette  of  colors  in  a purse  size  folder 

4.  An  illustrated  fashion  profile  of  clothing  and  accessories  that  will 
you  with  shopping  suggestions 

5.  A helpful  analysis  of  your  strong  and  weak  points  to  assist  your  visual 
presentation 

6.  Resources  for  enhancing  the  above  areas 

Of  course  it’s  confidential.  And  best  of  all  the  introductory  offer  is  only  $59.95.  You’ll  love  it,  ladies! 


Name: 

Address:  

City,  State,  Zip: 

Enclose  check  or  money  order  for  $59.95  plus  $5.00  shipping  & handling. 

Fe-mail  Fantasies,  P.O.  Box  7701,  Laguna  Niguel,  Calif  92607 

Get  our  wonderful  video  “How  To  Apply  Your  Makeup  ” for  only  $19.95  ($29.95  value  if  purchased 
separately.) 

How  did  you  hear  about  us?  □ Magcizine  □ Newspaper  □ Meeting  □ Other 


Paddy  Aldridge 

— Take  A Walk  on  the  Wildside  — 
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Wigs 

have  been  worn 
by  men  and  women 
throughout  history.^ 

Wigs  made  a big  comeback 
during  the  1960’s.  Now 
women  change  their  hairstyles 
as  often  as  they  change  their  wigs. 

A short  curly  wig  is  ideal  for  a day 
job  as  a receptionist.  A medium  length, 
wavy  style  worn  with  pants  is  suitable 
for  dinner.  A long  straight  blonde  wig  worn 
with  a mini  skirt  is  just  right  for  the  disco.  A 
lady  can  take  care  of  her  own  wigs  with  ease 
and  can  aftbrd  to  have  many  different  looks. 
The  invention  of  synthetic  fibers  which  resist 
becoming  limp  with  excess  moisture  and  wear 
well  brought  the  average  wig  price  down  to  an 
affordable  $25  to  $150,  compared  to  the  $1500 
cost  of  a real  human  hair  wig. 

Before  you  purchase  your  wig  you  should 
ask  yourself,  “What  do  I want  this  wig  for?”  As 
a woman,  perhaps  you  are  in  the  mood  to  treat 
yourself  As  a crossdressing  male,  your  care- 
fully chosen  wigs  will  provide  a number  of 


wig  should  do  you  anytime,  anywhere  and 
with  everything. 

There  is  no  risk  in  doing  your  own  wash  and 
set  with  a synthetic  wig  (You  should  always 
have  a human  hair  wig  sent  out  because  it  is 
never  to  be  washed.  It  should  be  dry  cleaned.) 
Your  synthetic  wig  has  permanent  curls  baked 
in  so  it  shouldn’t  require  much  curling  at  all.  It 
can  be  set  with  rollers  but  never  with  a curling 
iron.  Starch  or  sizing  can  be  used  as  a setting 
lotion  for  a wig  but  be  careful  not  to  use  too 
much  as  your  wig  might  become  sticky  and 
loose  its  luster. 

Since  it  isn’t  real  hair,  don’t  use  shampoo  to 
wash  your  wig.  A half-cap  full  of  Woolite  in  the 
sink  bowl  will  be  good  for  washing  two  wigs. 
Rinse  in  cool,  clear  water  and  follow  with  a 
rinse  in  a good  fabric  softener.  Again,  a half- 
cap full  in  the  sink  is  the  right  amount. 

Press  the  wet  wig  between  dry  towels  to 
squeeze  out  excess  moisture  and  hang  upside 
down  on  a door  knob  or  shower  head  over- 
night. Should  you  have  a short  curly  wig 
turn  the  dry-pressed  wig  inside  out  and 
place  on  a towel  to  dry  to  restore  the 
_ curls.  Ifyoudryyourwigonawighead 
you  run  the  risk  of  stretching  the  wig 
cap.  You  want  your  wigs  to  last  a 
long  time,  hold  their  curl  and  con- 
tinue to  look  great. 

Don’t  brush  or  comb  your 
wig  while  wet  and  never  use 
a hair  dryer  on  a wig.  If  you 
want  to  make  a straight 


soak  it  in 
then  comb 
it  flat  and 
new  look, 
you  do  this, 
curls 


wig  out  of  a curly  wig, 
scalding  hot  water, 
it  while  wet.  Brush 
allow  it  to  dry  for  a 
But  remember,  if 
you  will  never 


% 


varied  looks  to  greater  express  the  feminine 
side  of  your  nature.  Perhaps  you  feel  a little  get  the 
luxurious  and  want  a lovely  gorgeous  head  of  back, 
hair.  Go  ahead.  You  can  get  the  feeling  of  If  you  wear  a wig 
luxury  with  a wig  that  changes  styles  with  a while  while  cooking,  be 
flick  of  the  brush  to  match  your  changing  careful  around  a hot  oven, 
moods.  One  day  you  can  be  the  beautiful  party  the  fibers  could  frizz,  melt,  or 
girl  and  the  next  you  can  sport  a pony  tail  for  worse,  catch  fire.  Also  be  careful 
that  casual  look.  A carefully  chosen  full  service  matches  or  lighted  candles. 


around 
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Wigs  can  be  bought  for  a few  dollars  in  a 
second  hand  store,  wig  pins,  heads  and  curlers 
for  a few  dollars  more.  For  as  little  as  fifteen 
dollars  and  a quiet  afternoon,  you  can  learn  to 
style  a wig  and  have  fmi.  When  you  become 
good  at  it  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of 
doing  your  own  wigs  to  your  own  tastes.  You 
can  be  proud  of  yourself  and  the  envy  of  your 
friends. 


Footnote: 

Our  present  day  custom  of  wig  wearing  is 
quite  different  from  historical  times  but  wigs 
have  been  worn  by  both  sexes  since  the  dawn 
of  history.  The  Egyptian  Queen  Imsikheb  wore 
an  elaborate  human  hair  wig  of  small  curls 

piled  high  with  long 
thin  braids  at  the 
back.  Analysis  of 
her  wig  dates  it  to 
900  B.C.  But  she 
wasn’t  the  only  per- 
son to  have  worn  a 
wig  three  thousand 
years  ago,  two  oth- 
ers were  found 
which  dated  back  to 
Roman  times.  One 
was  made  from  date 
Palm  fiber,  and  the 
other  from  grass. 
Beeswax  was  used 
as  a ‘hairspray  on  these  wigs  which  were 
popular  with  Roman  women.  Years  later,  Ro- 
man wigs  were  made  from  the  long  blonde  hair 
of  captured  Germanics  from  Northern  Eu- 
rope, despite  that  yellow  hair  was  associated 
with  prostitution.  These  wigs  and  many  oth- 
ers are  on  display  at  the  Cairo  Museum. 

Christianity  condemned  wig  wearing  by 
women  and  associated  it  with  being  evil  and 
welcoming  bodily  pleasures.  The  Council  of 
Constantinople  excommunicated  a number  of 
wig  wearing  Christians  in  692  AD.  As  early  as 
the  second  century,  Tertullian,  a Carthagin- 
ian theologian,  who  originated  much  early 
Christian  terminology,  declared,  “All  wigs  are 
such  disguises  and  inventions  of  the  Devil. . .if 


you  will  not  throw  away  your  false  hair  as 
hateful  to  Heaven,  let  me  make  it  hateful  to 
you  by  reminding  you  that  it  may  well  have 
come  from  the  head  of  a damned  or  unclean 
person.” 

Queen  Elizabeth  I owned  some  eighty  wigs 
and  was  responsible  for  establishing  the  first 
English  wig  trend  for  women.  She  wore  wigs 
out  of  necessity  be- 
cause she  was  bald 
and  the  ladies  of  the 
court  wore  them  to 
show  their  respect 
for  her.  Soon  nearly 
all  English  women 
were  wearing  wigs 
neatly  and  simply 
curled  in  the 
Queen’s  favorite 
style  either  in  saf- 
fron yellow  or  au- 
burn, the  queen’s 
most  favorite  colors. 

If  women  chose  not  to  wear  wigs,  they  would 
have  their  own  hair  styled  and  dyed  to  look 
like  the  popular  wigs  of  the  day.  Imagine  going 
to  a party  in  Elizabethan  England  and  seeing 
all  the  women  with  similar  hairstyles. 

Louis  XIV  did  for  men’s  wig  fashions  what 
Queen  Elizabeth  had  done  for  women,  and 
soon  in  the  whole  of  Europe,  the  full  curly 
French  wig  was  in  full  fashion  for  men  and 
women.  It  was  even  worn  extensively  by  the 
clergy  with  the  exception  of  the  priests  having 
to  remove  it  within  a few  feet  of  the  altar.  Louis 
XTV  created  a guild  of  barber-wigmakers  to 
serve  Paris  which  numbered  200  in  1673  and 
850  a century  later.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century  wig  wearing  among  women 
became  less  popular  as  they  wore  their  own 
hair  either  straight  or  in  ringlets  and  covered 
with  a cap.  Men’s  wigs  meanwhile  became 
very  large  and  grandiose. 

Queen  Anne  (1 702-1 71 4)  preferred  the  men 
in  her  court  to  wear  the  full  bottomed  wig  that 
resembled  a lion’s  mane  and  contained  the 
equivalent  of  ten  full  heads  of  hair.  This  wig 
gave  the  wearer  (it  was  presumed)  an  appear- 
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ance  of  dignity  and  great  authority.  This  par- 
ticular trend  influenced  the  use  of  wigs  in 
English  courts  to  the  present  day  where  the 
barrister  wig  is  made  of  white  horsehair. 

In  the  1 770’s  Marie  Antoinette,  wife  of  Louis 

XVI  was  the  leader 
for  French  fashions. 
She  made  famous 
the  fashionable  ‘tete’ 
whereby  her  hair- 
dresser Le  Grand 
Leonard  mixed 
great  quantities  of 
false  hair  with  her 
own  in  a semi-per- 
manent  arrange- 
ment referred  to  as 
Trenched  hair.’  A 
letter  to  Marie  from 
her  mother  gives  us 
an  idea  what  this 
style  was  like,  “They  say  your  coiffure  rises  36 
inches  . . .and  is  decorated  with  a mass  of  flow- 
ers and  ribbons  which  make  it  even  higher . . .1 
was  always  of  the  opinion  that,  one  should 
follow  the  fashions  with  restraint  but  never 
exaggerate  them!” 

Maintenance  required  sleeping  with  the 
head  propped  up,  a semi-annual  washing  and 
frequent  scalp  scratching  with  a long  delicate 
pin  designed  for  that  purpose.  Women  had  to 
sit  on  the  floor  of  carriages  so  their  hair  would 
fit,  and  had  to  beware  of  candle-lit  chandeliers 

lest  their  hair 
caught  fire.  The 
French  Revolution 
saw  the  death  of 
Marie  and  her  hus- 
band and  brought 
about  the  end  of 
these  monstrous 
coiffes  and  paved  the 
way  for  a fad  hair- 
style that  took  all 
the  awards  for  bad 
taste.  ‘La  coiffure  a 
la  victime’  was  a 
natural  short  hair- 


cut worn  wild  with  a crimson  ribbon  tied 
around  the  wearer’s  neck.  It  was  so  named  for 
the  method  of  execution  in  vogue  at  the  time. 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  macaroni  wig? 
These  were  worn  by  the  dandies  of  1775  who 
formed  an  elite  club  that  traveled  extensively 
around  Italy  experimenting  with  new  types  of 
dress  and  behavior.  The  Macaroni  Club  fash- 
ions were  adopted  by  many  non-members  and 
if  you  have  seen  the  movie  Amadeus  you’ve 
seen  these  styles.  It  was  more  of  a headdress 
than  a wig,  stuffed  with  horsehair  and  wool  to 
a height  of  eighteen  inches  with  a huge  Pony- 
tail. If  sufficient  real  hair  was  not  available, 
the  hair  from  horses,  goats  or  cows  was  used 
because,  quite  honestly,  no  one  could  tell  the 
difference.  Wigs  of  the  eighteenth  century  in 
no  way  resembled  natural  hair. 

The  laid  back  attitude  of  wig  making  was 
soon  transferred  to  the  wig  wearer.  If  one  was 
at  dinner  and  felt  the  need  to  scratch,  one 
could  remove  the  wig,  scratch  the  scalp  and 
replace  it  with  no  offense  to  the  host  or  hostess. 
Pegs  were  provided  by  the  door  to  hang  the 
wigs  if  the  wearer  expected  to  engage  in  a fist 
fight  or  strenuous  labor.  Hence  the  expres- 
sion, “Keep  your  wig  on”  for  “Don’t  get  excited.” 

In  Englgmd,  at  first,  natural  hair  wigs  were 
worn  but  were  later  bleached  white.  When 
they  got  dull  they  were  powdered  to  retain 
their  fresh  looking  appearance  and  to  provide 
a sweet  scent.  The  all  observant  English  gov- 
ernment recognized  the  extent  of  wig  wearing 
and  decided  to  tax  these  powdered  heads.  In 
1795  they  levied  a tax  of  one  guinea  (just  over 
one  pound  sterling)  on  powdered  wigs.  The 
first  year  of  the  tax  yielded  20,00  poimds.  In 
retaliation  to  this  new  tax  a new  club  was 
formed  and  it  became  extremely  popular.  The 
‘crop  club’  was  headed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
and  was  made  up  of  interested  parties  who  put 
aside  their  wigs  and  cut  their  hair  to  avoid  the 
tax.  This  marked  the  end  of  the  craze  for  wig 
wearing  among  the  general  population,  al- 
though the  wealthy  had  their  footmen  con- 
tinue the  tradition  imtil  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 


Marie  Antoinette 


La  coiffure  a la  victim 
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20^^  Century  Hairstyles  (1940  - 1990) 
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New  Titles  From  CDS 


IV:  Idiocy  of 

Huff 

Uac 

&unn/ 


Fluff  the  Bunny:  This  is  the  book  you  wish  you’d  had  when  you  were  a kid.  This  delightful 
allegory  discusses  people  of  difference  in  a way  that  is  applicable  to  everyone,  not  just 
transgendered  people.  Fluff  is  a useful  tool  for  discussing  transgender  behavior  with  children 
and  young  adults;  this  is  the  book  to  help. 

Available  Now  24  pages,  $6.00  pp 


Art  & Illusion  Companion:  JoAnn  Robert’s  has  compiled  new  information,  expanding  on 
her  best  selling  Art  & Illusion:  A Guide  to  Crossdressing.  This  companion  volume  has  a 
photo  section  depicting  step-by-step  makeup  application  and  how  to  create  the  illusion  of 
cleavage.  Also  new  information  on  cosmetic  surgery,  makeup  for  ethinic  skin  and  an 
expanded  fashion/style  section. 

Available  now  48  pages,  $8.00  pp 


(H15ID3 


The  Transsexual's  Survival  Guide:  JoAnn  Altman  Stringer  is  a post-op  transsexual 
woman,  a wife,  a step-mother,  and  a working  professional.  Personal  and  practical,  the 
Guide  is  indispensible  for  pre-op  transsexuals  just  beginning  transition.  All  the  things 
your  therapist  may  not  tell  you.  M-t-F  or  F-t-M,  both  will  benefit. 

Available  now  120  pages,  $20.00  pp 


Subscribe  to  our  great  magazines 

LadyLike 

LadyLike  is  the  slickest  new  magazine  on  the  TV  scene.  Every  article  is 
fresh  and  new,  written  Just  for  you  hy  people  Just  like  you. 
Subscription  information  is  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  this  issue. 


En  Femme 


En  Femme  is  LadyLike' s ^'little  sister, " Published  bi-monthly,  En  Femme 
keeps  you  informed  about  the  latest  events  and  happenings  like  the  Miss 
Gay  Pennsylvania  Pageant  and  brings  you  new  fiction  like  My  Wondeful 
World  by  Wendi  Seabreeze,  Write  for  information  today. 


Also:  Art  & Illusion:  A Guide  to  Crossdressing, 
Paradise  In  The  Poconos  Weekends, 


Speaking  As  A Woman, 
and  En  Femme. 


LadyLike, 


P.  O.  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  Pa,  19406  (215)  640-9449 
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I The  Transexual  / Transvestite  | 
Phone  Connection Live! 


1 900  USA  TVTS 
(I-900-USA-8887) 

Random  callers  who  share  your  M^ret  crossdressine  InterestsI  @ 

I 


$19.95/15  min. 


LadyLike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of  transvestism  and  crossdressing 
as  they  should  be  treated,  with  sincereity  and  sophistication.  Chock  full  of  great 
features  and  loads  of  photos,  you  won’t  want  to  miss  a single  issue. 


Each  issue  contains  important  and  useful  information  to  help  you  realize  those 
“ladylike”  qualities  within  yourself. 

y GIRL  TALK  is  our  regular  advice  column. 

y The  LadyLike  PROFILE  highlights  our  readers  with  an  in-depth  interview.  Who 
knows,  you  could  be  our  next  candidate. 

y Our  RESOURCES  section  is  an  up-to-date  listing  of  support  groups,  boutiques, 
information  services  and  events. 

y MIRROR-MIRROR  is  your  personal  photo  section.  We  review  scores  of  photos 
for  each  issue.  Send  us  your  photo  today. 
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